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OUTLINE

The Hercule III Programme (“The Programme”) is an EU programme adopted by Regulation 250/2014[footnoteRef:1] of the European Parliament and the Council. The general objective[footnoteRef:2] of the Programme is to protect the Union’s financial interest and its specific objective[footnoteRef:3] is to prevent and combat fraud, corruption and any other illegal activities affecting the Union’s financial interests. The Programme is implemented by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) of the European Commission on the basis of annual work programmes. The annual work programme 2017 (AWP2017) was adopted by a Financing Decision 2017[footnoteRef:4] (FD2017) that provides –inter alia- for the organisation of a "Legal Training and Studies" Call for Proposals in 2017. The purpose of this call is to invite national and regional administrations as well as research and educational institutes and non-profit-making entities to submit applications for three topics[footnoteRef:5], aimed at: [1:  	Regulation (EU) No 250/2014 of 26 February 2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a programme to promote activities in the field of the protection of the financial interests of the European Union (“Hercule III” Programme) and repealing Decision No. 804/2004/EC, OJ L 84 of 20 March 2014. ]  [2:  	Article 3 of Regulation (EU) No. 250/2014.]  [3:  	Article 4 of Regulation (EU) No. 250/2014.]  [4:  	C(2017)1120 final of 22 February 2017, Commission Decision of 22 February 2017 concerning the adoption of the work programme for 2017 and the financing for the implementation of the Hercule III Programme (Financing Decision 2017 (FD2017) and Annual Work Programme 2017 (AWP2017)).]  [5:  	Actions 5 and 6 mentioned under section 6.2.1 "Training actions" of the AWP2017; the term "topic" replaces the term "specific action" used in the AWP2017. ] 

1. Developing high-profile research activities, including studies in comparative law (including dissemination of the results and a concluding conference, where applicable);
2. Increasing cooperation and awareness among practitioners and academics (through conferences, including the organisation of the annual meeting of the presidents of the Associations for European Criminal Law and for the Protection of EU Financial Interests); 
3. Developing periodical scientific publications and other tools for the dissemination of scientific knowledge.

The implementation of the specific actions shall contribute to the achievement of the programme's objectives. The overall budget in 2017 for "Law Training and Studies"[footnoteRef:6] amounts to EUR 500 000. The deadline for the submission of applications under this Call is: Wednesday, 9 August 2017. [6:  	This specific call is called "Law Training and Studies", replacing the terminology "Legal Training and Studies" used in the AWP2017.] 


The maximum EU funding for the proposed actions amounts to 80% of the eligible costs. This percentage may be increased to a maximum of 90%, in exceptional and duly justified cases as set out in section 6.2.4 of the AWP2017. The minimum budget of an action shall be EUR 40 000.


[bookmark: _Toc388867196][bookmark: _Toc388867331][bookmark: _Toc388869024][bookmark: _Toc423015979][bookmark: _Toc423016098][bookmark: _Toc446498611][bookmark: _Toc481491530][bookmark: _Toc484788365][bookmark: _Toc349032125][bookmark: _Toc350183584][bookmark: _Toc350183882][bookmark: _Toc350347719][bookmark: _Toc350348062][bookmark: _Toc350350587][bookmark: _Toc350352579][bookmark: _Toc350781036][bookmark: _Toc350781601][bookmark: _Toc350789287][bookmark: _Toc349032126][bookmark: _Toc350183585][bookmark: _Toc350183883][bookmark: _Toc350347720][bookmark: _Toc350348063][bookmark: _Toc350350588][bookmark: _Toc350352580][bookmark: _Toc350781037][bookmark: _Toc350781602][bookmark: _Toc350789288][bookmark: _Toc349032127][bookmark: _Toc350183586][bookmark: _Toc350183884][bookmark: _Toc350347721][bookmark: _Toc350348064][bookmark: _Toc350350589][bookmark: _Toc350352581][bookmark: _Toc350781038][bookmark: _Toc350781603][bookmark: _Toc350789289]1.	Introduction – OLAF and the HERCULE III Programme
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc349032129][bookmark: _Toc350183588][bookmark: _Toc350183886][bookmark: _Toc350347723][bookmark: _Toc350348066][bookmark: _Toc350350591][bookmark: _Toc350352583][bookmark: _Toc350781040][bookmark: _Toc350781605][bookmark: _Toc350789291][bookmark: _Toc388619356][bookmark: _Toc484788366]European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)
The European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) was established by Commission Decision of 28 April 1999[footnoteRef:7]. OLAF is operationally independent but is nevertheless part of the European Commission and is, as such, bound by the administrative and legal provisions of the EU institutions. The mission of the European Anti-Fraud Office is to detect, investigate and stop fraud with EU funds. OLAF fulfils its mission by: [7:     	Commission Decision of 28 April 1999 establishing the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF 1999/352/EC/ECSC, Euratom (OJ L 136, 31 May 1999, p.20) as amended by Commission Decision of 27 September 2013, 2013/478/EU (OJ L 257, 28 September 2013, p. 19).] 


· carrying out independent investigations into fraud and corruption involving EU funds so as to ensure that all EU taxpayers’ money reaches projects that can stimulate the creation of jobs and growth in Europe;
· contributing to strengthening citizens’ trust in the EU institutions by investigating serious misconduct by EU staff and members of the EU institutions;
· developing a sound EU anti-fraud policy.

By performing its mission as effectively as possible, OLAF contributes to the efforts made by the EU institutions to guarantee that the best use is made of taxpayers’ money.
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc388000912][bookmark: _Toc388001210][bookmark: _Toc388000913][bookmark: _Toc388001211][bookmark: _Toc388000914][bookmark: _Toc388001212][bookmark: _Toc388000915][bookmark: _Toc388001213][bookmark: _Toc388619357][bookmark: _Toc247019625][bookmark: _Toc484788367]Hercule III Programme
On 26 February 2014, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union adopted Regulation (EU) No 250/2014[footnoteRef:8] establishing a programme to promote activities in the field of the protection of the financial interests of the European Union (Hercule III Programme, hereinafter referred to as "the Programme"). The Programme entered into force on 21 March 2014. [8:  		Regulation (EU) No 250/2014 of 26 February 2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a programme to promote activities in the field of the protection of the financial interests of the European Union (“Hercule III” Programme) and repealing Decision No. 804/2004/EC, OJ L 84 of 20 March 2014.] 


The general objective[footnoteRef:9] of the Programme “shall be to protect the financial interests of the Union thus enhancing the competitiveness of the Union’s economy and ensuring the protection of the taxpayers’ money”. The specific objective[footnoteRef:10] shall be to prevent and combat fraud, corruption and any other illegal activities affecting the financial interests of the Union. The Programme is implemented by the European Anti-Fraud Office of the European Commission. [9:  	Article 3 of Regulation (EU) no. 250/2014.	]  [10:     	Article 4 of Regulation (EU) no. 250/2014.] 



The operational objectives[footnoteRef:11] of the Programme are listed below: [11:    	Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No. 250/2014.] 


to improve the prevention and investigation of fraud and other illegal activities beyond current levels by enhancing transnational and multi-disciplinary cooperation;
to increase the protection of the financial interests of the Union against fraud, facilitating the exchange of information, experiences and best practices, including staff exchanges;
to strengthen the fight against fraud and other illegal activities providing technical and operational support to national investigation, and in particular customs and law enforcement, authorities;
to limit the currently known exposure of the financial interests of the Union to fraud, corruption and other illegal activities with a view to reducing the development of an illegal economy in key risk areas such as organised fraud, including cigarette smuggling and counterfeiting; 
to enhance the degree of development of the specific legal and judicial protection of the financial interests of the Union against fraud by promoting comparative law analysis.

[bookmark: _Ref447095691][bookmark: _Ref421695224][bookmark: _Ref421695277]Article 11 of Regulation 250/2014 requires the Commission to adopt annual work programmes for the implementation of the Programme. The annual work programme 2017 (AWP2017) was adopted by a Commission Decision on 22 February 2017[footnoteRef:12]. The Programme is implemented in accordance with the Financial Regulation (FR)[footnoteRef:13]  and its Rules of Application (RAP)[footnoteRef:14].	 [12:  	C(2017)1120 final of 22 February 2017, Commission Decision of 22 February 2017 concerning the adoption of the work programme for 2017.]  [13:  	Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the European Union, in particular Title V (Public procurement) and Title VI (Grants)), as amended by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2015/1929 of 28 October 2015, OJ L 286 of 30 October 2015.]  [14:  	Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012 of 29 October 2012 on the rules of application of regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union (OJ L 362, 31.12.2012, p.1) as amended by Commission Delegated Regulation 2015/2462 of 30 October 2015.] 


[bookmark: _Toc388000917][bookmark: _Toc388001215][bookmark: _Toc388000918][bookmark: _Toc388001216]
2. [bookmark: _Toc388430591][bookmark: _Toc388430991][bookmark: _Toc388620805][bookmark: _Toc388862566][bookmark: _Toc388867201][bookmark: _Toc388867336][bookmark: _Toc388869030][bookmark: _Toc423015982][bookmark: _Toc423016101][bookmark: _Toc446498614][bookmark: _Toc481491533][bookmark: _Toc484788368]Subject of this call for proposals
[bookmark: _Toc388869031][bookmark: _Toc423015983][bookmark: _Toc423016102][bookmark: _Toc446498615][bookmark: _Toc481491534][bookmark: _Toc484788369]2.1	Actions eligible for funding under the call for proposals 
The Programme finances, among others, actions which enhance the degree of specific legal and judicial protection of the financial interests of the Union against fraud. The grants are awarded to applications under the conditions set out in this document. 

The actions for which a grant is given must comply with the objectives of the Programme and the applicant has to demonstrate how this action will contribute to the achievement of the general, specific and operational objectives of the Programme.

The AWP2017[footnoteRef:15] provides that the Commission launches a call for proposals for "Law Training and Studies" in 2017. Under this call, national and regional administrations as well as research and educational institutes and other non-profit making entities are invited to submit applications for three types of specific topics[footnoteRef:16]: [15:  	C(2017)1120 final of 22 February 2017, in particular section 6.2 thereof.]  [16:  	Actions 5 and 6 mentioned under section 6.2.1 "Training actions" of the AWP2017.] 


1. Developing high-profile research activities, including studies in comparative law (including dissemination of the results and a concluding conference, where applicable);
2. Increasing cooperation and awareness among practitioners and academics (through conferences, including the organisation of the annual meeting of the presidents of the Associations for European Criminal Law and for the Protection of EU Financial Interests); 
3. [bookmark: _Toc388000928][bookmark: _Toc388001226][bookmark: _Toc388000929][bookmark: _Toc388001227][bookmark: _Toc388000930][bookmark: _Toc388001228][bookmark: _Toc388000931][bookmark: _Toc388001229][bookmark: _Toc388000932][bookmark: _Toc388001230][bookmark: _Toc388000933][bookmark: _Toc388001231][bookmark: _Toc388000934][bookmark: _Toc388001232][bookmark: _Toc388000935][bookmark: _Toc388001233][bookmark: _Toc388000936][bookmark: _Toc388001234][bookmark: _Toc388000937][bookmark: _Toc388001235][bookmark: _Toc388000938][bookmark: _Toc388001236][bookmark: _Toc388000939][bookmark: _Toc388001237][bookmark: _Toc388000940][bookmark: _Toc388001238][bookmark: _Toc388000941][bookmark: _Toc388001239][bookmark: _Toc388000942][bookmark: _Toc388001240][bookmark: _Toc388000943][bookmark: _Toc388001241][bookmark: _Toc388000944][bookmark: _Toc388001242][bookmark: _Toc373333084][bookmark: _Toc373500828][bookmark: _Toc373501105][bookmark: _Toc373333085][bookmark: _Toc373500829][bookmark: _Toc373501106][bookmark: _Toc373333086][bookmark: _Toc373500830][bookmark: _Toc373501107][bookmark: _Toc373333087][bookmark: _Toc373500831][bookmark: _Toc373501108][bookmark: _Toc373333088][bookmark: _Toc373500832][bookmark: _Toc373501109][bookmark: _Toc373333089][bookmark: _Toc373500833][bookmark: _Toc373501110][bookmark: _Toc373333090][bookmark: _Toc373500834][bookmark: _Toc373501111][bookmark: _Toc373333091][bookmark: _Toc373500835][bookmark: _Toc373501112][bookmark: _Toc373333092][bookmark: _Toc373500836][bookmark: _Toc373501113][bookmark: _Toc373333093][bookmark: _Toc373500837][bookmark: _Toc373501114][bookmark: _Toc373333094][bookmark: _Toc373500838][bookmark: _Toc373501115][bookmark: _Toc373333095][bookmark: _Toc373500839][bookmark: _Toc373501116][bookmark: _Toc373333096][bookmark: _Toc373500840][bookmark: _Toc373501117][bookmark: _Toc388430593][bookmark: _Toc388430993][bookmark: _Toc388620807][bookmark: _Toc388862568][bookmark: _Toc388867203][bookmark: _Toc388867338][bookmark: _Toc388869033][bookmark: _Toc423015984][bookmark: _Toc423016103][bookmark: _Toc446498616][bookmark: _Toc481491535]Developing periodical scientific publications and other tools for the dissemination of scientific knowledge.

[bookmark: _Toc484788370]2.2 	Bodies and legal entities that can submit applications
[bookmark: _Ref421710473]The bodies eligible to receive grants under this call are[footnoteRef:17]:  [17:  	Article 6 of Regulation 250/2014: "Bodies eligible for funding". The conditions for third country participation set out in the Regulation have not been met and that (therefore) only bodies located in Member States are eligible. ] 


· National or regional administrations of a Member State which promote the strengthening of action at Union level to protect the European Union's financial interests;
and 
· Research and educational institutes and non-profit-making entities provided that they have been established and have been operating for at least one year, in a Member State and promote the strengthening of action at Union level to protect the financial interests of the Union.
 
Applications from third countries are subject to the conditions in Article 7 (2) of the Hercule III Regulation[footnoteRef:18]. [18:   	Article 7 (2) determines the conditions under which applicants from third countries may submit applications. At this moment, applicants from non-EU countries cannot submit applications.] 


[bookmark: _Toc423015985][bookmark: _Toc423016104][bookmark: _Toc446498617][bookmark: _Toc481491536][bookmark: _Toc484788371]3.	Expected results and Deliverables
[bookmark: _Toc388430596][bookmark: _Toc388430996][bookmark: _Toc388620810][bookmark: _Toc388862571][bookmark: _Toc388867206][bookmark: _Toc388867341][bookmark: _Toc388869037][bookmark: _Toc423015986][bookmark: _Toc423016105][bookmark: _Toc446498618][bookmark: _Toc481491537][bookmark: _Toc484788372]3.1	Expected results
The applicant shall demonstrate how the expected results of the proposed action will be measured and how these results contribute to the achievement of the general, specific and operational objectives of the Hercule III Programme. Special attention shall be given to the expected results in the following areas:

1. Development of high-profile research activities, including comparative law studies;
2. Improved cooperation between practitioners and academics;
3. Increased awareness among the judiciary and other branches of the legal profession about the protection of the financial interests of the Union.

The above-mentioned list of results is not exhaustive and the applicants may indicated more than one category or add results it considers relevant in relation to the objectives of the Programme. 
[bookmark: _Toc388430597][bookmark: _Toc388430997][bookmark: _Toc388620811][bookmark: _Toc388862572][bookmark: _Toc388867207][bookmark: _Toc388867342][bookmark: _Toc388869038][bookmark: _Toc423015987][bookmark: _Toc423016106][bookmark: _Toc446498619][bookmark: _Toc481491538][bookmark: _Toc484788373]3.2	Deliverables
The results and achievements of the actions shall be reported in a final technical report and a final financial report[footnoteRef:19]. These final reports shall be submitted at the latest 60 days[footnoteRef:20] after the closing date indicated in the grant agreement and shall be accompanied by a letter requesting the balance payment. [19:   	A template for both reports will be annexed to the Grant Agreement. An example of this Agreement can be downloaded from the OLAF' website, see: http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/policy/hercule/index_en.htm ]  [20:  	See: Article 15.4 of the grant agreement.] 


The final technical report shall include:

a) A qualitative description of the results mentioned under point 3.1 of this document. It shall contain, inter alia, information on the results achieved in relation to the initial objectives, the impact of the action and its added value in relation with the protection of the financial interests of the Union;  
b) A quantitative description of the action including information on materials distributed to participants, written outputs, agenda, list of participants and speakers, methods of dissemination, etc.; 
c) An evaluation of the event made by the beneficiary on the basis of the participants’ evaluation form.

The final financial report shall include information on the financial implementation of the grant.

[bookmark: _Toc388430594][bookmark: _Toc388430994][bookmark: _Toc388620808][bookmark: _Toc388862569][bookmark: _Toc388867204][bookmark: _Toc388867339][bookmark: _Toc388869034][bookmark: _Toc423015988][bookmark: _Toc423016107][bookmark: _Toc446498620][bookmark: _Toc481491539]The results reported in the final technical report report may be used by the Commission in its annual overview of the implementation of the Programme, as well as input for the final evaluation of the Programme. This annual overview is requested under Article 13 of Regulation 250/2014.

In case of conferences, six months after the event, the beneficiary shall submit a survey to the participants. The Commission will provide a set of questions for this survey (that can be extended by the beneficiary) that shall be send to the participants, as well as a spreadsheet for processing the replies. 


4. [bookmark: _Toc484788374]Timetable

	Stages
	Indicative Dates

	Publication of the call for proposals
	June 2017

	Last day for submission of questions on the call for proposals
	Wednesday, 2 August 2017

	Deadline for submitting the applications
	Wednesday, 9 August 2017

	Information to the applicants
	End of October 2017[footnoteRef:21] [21:   	Article 128 (2) of the Financial Regulation requires the Commission to notify the applicants by 2 February 2018 at the latest on the outcome of the evaluation procedure, unless there is a large number of applications or delays attributable to applicants. Grant agreements shall be signed by 2 May 2018 at the very latest.] 


	Signature of first grant agreements
	November 2017

	Earliest possible date to start an action
	1 December 2017[footnoteRef:22] [22:   	Applicants may start preparatory activities for the implementation of the action after the notification of the award of the grant. However, applicants cannot make any legal commitment or expenditures in relation to the action outside the eligibility period of the grant agreement.] 


	Latest date to finish an action
	1 July 2019[footnoteRef:23] [23:  		  The end date of the action will be stipulated in the grant agreement, but the action shall not take
  	more than 12 months for a conference and 18 months for a comparative law study.	] 



[bookmark: _Toc388000957][bookmark: _Toc388001255]
[bookmark: _Toc423015989][bookmark: _Toc423016108][bookmark: _Toc446498621][bookmark: _Toc481491540][bookmark: _Toc484788375]5.	PRE-conditions

The funding will be made available subject to the following pre-conditions:

a) The overall budget in 2017 for Law Training and Studies amounts to EUR 500 000;
b) The minimum threshold for the total budget of an action submitted in an application has been set at EUR 40 000. The application will be discarded if the budget of the action is lower than EUR 40 000;
c) The Commission will award a grant to the successful applicants for the implementation of an action. This grant will not exceed 80% of the total eligible costs. The eligible costs are listed in Article 6 of the Grant Agreement and guidance is given in the "guidelines for the application form", which can be downloaded from the Commission’s website. Applicants are advised to carefully examine the Guidelines before filling in the application form;
d) In exceptional and duly justified cases, the financial support for an action may be increased to a maximum of 90% of the eligible costs. The criteria used to determine whether an action satisfies these conditions are set out in point 7.6;
e) The applicant must indicate the source of funding for the costs of the action that are not covered by the grant. The co-financing may take the form of the beneficiary's own resources (applicant’s contribution), income generated by the action (direct receipts from the action) and financial contributions from third parties (external contributions);
f) The Commission reserves the right to award a grant that is lower than the amount requested by the applicant, if the costs of the action are considered to be too high, not justified or ineligible;
g) The Commission reserves the right not to award all available funds; 
h) Expenditures incurred outside the period specified in the grant agreement are not eligible and will not be taken into consideration in the determination of the final payment of the grant;
i) The grant is given for a specific action and does not confer an obligation for the Commission to provide co-financing in subsequent years;
j) The action has to start before the end of 2017 and shall not take more than 12 months for a conference and 18 months for a comparative law study/publication. The action must be ended by the closing date indicated in the grant agreement. An extension of the closing date will be given only in exceptional cases: the applicant should make sure that the action can be implemented within the specified timeframe.

[bookmark: _Toc484788376]6.	Priority Topics

The priority topics for law conferences, seminars and studies in 2017 are:

1) Future development of OLAF and other European bodies in charge with the protection of the financial interests of the EU, including:
a) the identification of new threats against the EU's financial interests (both revenues and expenditures) or as the result of new (policy) developments;
b) operational cooperation between OLAF, EUROJUST, EUROPOL and the future EPPO, and between them and other partners;
c) investigation and prosecution of criminal and administrative offences under federal systems and potential obstacles to cooperation with the future EPPO.
2) Gathering and use of forensic evidence in relation to the protection of the financial interests of the Union, in particular in relation to: 
a) procedural criminal and administrative law requirements in the Member States and third countries with regard to securing digital forensic evidence in administrative and criminal investigations;
b) the admissibility of electronic evidence in court proceedings;
c) the use of audio and video recordings in administrative and criminal law investigations, especially to ensure the quality, validity and reliability of gathered evidence.
3)	The relationship between the Union's competences to carry out on-the-spot checks and national procedural requirements applicable to administrative and criminal investigations.
4)	The impact of discrepancies between Member States' national legal systems to combat financial cybercrime, for successfully fighting fraud, corruption and irregularities affecting the financial interests of the Union.
5) 	Legal provisions and best practices for the protection of whistle-blowers in the area of the protection of the Union's financial interests, and the impact of discrepancies between Member States' national legal systems to protect whistle-blowers and secure information and evidence from whistle-blowers and other information sources.


[bookmark: _Toc388430598][bookmark: _Toc388430998][bookmark: _Toc388620812][bookmark: _Toc388862573][bookmark: _Toc388867208][bookmark: _Toc388867343][bookmark: _Toc388869039][bookmark: _Toc423015990][bookmark: _Toc423016109][bookmark: _Toc446498622][bookmark: _Toc481491541][bookmark: _Toc484788377]7.	Procedure for the examination of the applications
[bookmark: _Toc388869040][bookmark: _Toc423015991][bookmark: _Toc423016110][bookmark: _Toc446498623][bookmark: _Toc481491542][bookmark: _Toc484788378]7.1 	Evaluation Committee 
The Commission will appoint an Evaluation Committee to examine the applications on the basis of the eligibility criteria (7.2), the operational capacity set out in the selection criteria (7.4) and the award criteria (7.5). The Evaluation Committee will adopt a list with applicants that it recommends for the award of a grant. Once this list is established, the Commission will verify the compliance with the exclusion criteria (7.3) and the financial capacity set out in the selection criteria (7.4). If an application does not successfully pass the examination of a set of criteria, it will be discarded and the applicant will be informed accordingly. 
The Commission may ask an applicant to provide additional information or to clarify the supporting documents submitted in connection with the application, in particular in the case of manifest material errors.
[bookmark: _Toc484788379]7.2      Eligibility criteria[footnoteRef:24]	 [24:  		See section 5.1 (a) of the AWP2017.] 

Eligibility criteria are used to determine whether an applicant is allowed to participate in this call for proposals. To be eligible, an application must:

· be submitted by an applicant as defined in point 2.2 of this document;
· be submitted by using the "Participants Portal" for non-H2020 programmes; 
· propose an action having a budget of at least EUR 40 000;
· be submitted before the deadline[footnoteRef:25] of Wednesday, 9 August 2017; [25:  	Applicants are strongly recommended to submit their application before this date to avoid any last-minute bottlenecks: after closure of the deadline, it is no longer possible to submit an application.] 

· [bookmark: _Toc420418675][bookmark: _Toc349032155][bookmark: _Toc350183614][bookmark: _Toc350183920][bookmark: _Toc350347757][bookmark: _Toc350348100][bookmark: _Toc350350626][bookmark: _Toc350352618][bookmark: _Toc350781075][bookmark: _Toc350781640][bookmark: _Toc350789326]be the only application submitted: a legal entity or body may submit only one application under this call.

	For applicants located in the UK: Please be aware that the eligibility criteria must be complied with for the entire duration of the grant. If the United Kingdom withdraws from the EU during the grant period without concluding an agreement with the EU derogating from that rule, you will cease to receive EU funding or be required to leave the project on the basis of Article 34.3.1 (change of the legal situation of the beneficiary) of the grant agreement.


[bookmark: _Toc484788380]7.3      Exclusion criteria[footnoteRef:26]	 [26:  	See section 5.1 (b) of the AWP2017.] 


The Commission will exclude an application if the applicant is:

· bankrupt, being wound up, having its affairs administered by the courts, entered into an arrangement with creditors, suspended business activities or subject to any other similar proceedings or procedures under national law (including persons with unlimited liability for its debts);
· declared in breach of social security or tax obligations by a final judgment or decision (including persons with unlimited liability for its debts);
· found guilty of grave professional misconduct[footnoteRef:27] by a final judgment or decision (including persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control); [27:  		Professional misconduct includes: violation of ethical standards of the profession, wrongful conduct with impact on professional credibility, false declarations/misrepresentation of information, participation in a cartel or other agreement distorting competition, violation of IPR, attempting to influence decision-making processes or obtain confidential information from public authorities to gain an advantage.] 

· convicted of fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation, money laundering, terrorism-related crimes (including terrorism financing), child labour or human trafficking (including persons having powers of representation, decision-making or control);
· shown significant deficiencies in complying with main obligations under a procurement contract, grant agreement or grant decision financed by the EU or Euratom budget (including persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control);
· found guilty of irregularities within the meaning of Article 1(2) of Regulation No 2988/95 (including persons having powers of representation, decision‑making or control).

The verification of this requirement will be made by the Commission after the Evaluation Committee has adopted the lists of applicants it recommends for the award of a grant. The applicant has to fill in the declaration that will be made available on the Participant Portal.

[bookmark: _Toc484788381][bookmark: _Toc388000966][bookmark: _Toc388001264][bookmark: _Toc388000967][bookmark: _Toc388001265][bookmark: _Toc388000968][bookmark: _Toc388001266][bookmark: _Toc373333120][bookmark: _Toc373500864][bookmark: _Toc373501141][bookmark: _Toc388000970][bookmark: _Toc388001268]7.4      Selection criteria[footnoteRef:28]	 [28:  	See section 5.1 (c) of the AWP2017.] 

After verification of the eligibility criteria, the Evaluation Committee will examine each application to verify the operational and technical capacity of the applicant to implement the action proposed in the application. The applicant shall demonstrate that it has the operational resources (technical, management) and that its staff has the professional skills, competences and qualifications needed to successfully implement the proposed action. The applicant's staff must have a confirmed experience in the domain for which it proposes the action. This has to be demonstrated by providing the following information in the relevant sections of the application form:

· a short description of the applicant's main activities and the inclusion of an organisation chart of the organisation;
· an exhaustive list of received EU grants during the last 3 years (2014-2016);
· a short description of the team and its members that will be tasked with the implementation of the action, the allocation of tasks within the team and a description of the relevant competences of the team members;
· a list of projects carried out by the applicant that relate to the Hercule III programme’s objectives (if applicable).

The examination of the financial capacity of the applicant will be carried out by the Commission after the Evaluation Committee has adopted the lists of applicants it recommends for the award of a grant.
[bookmark: _Toc420418679][bookmark: _Toc420418680]
[bookmark: _Toc388619375][bookmark: _Toc484788382]7.5     Award criteria[footnoteRef:29] [29:    	See section 5.1 (d) of the AWP2017.] 

The action proposed in the application has to fall in one of the categories mentioned under point 2.1 (Eligible actions), and will be examined on the basis of the following weighted award criteria (weight factors are indicated between parentheses):

1. Added value of the implementation of the action for the protection of the financial interests of the Union and the contribution it will make to the achievement of the general and specific objectives of the Hercule III Programme (4);
2. Conformity with the operational objectives of the Programme (2): Conformity of the aims of the action to one or more of the operational objectives, as described under point 1.2; the relevance of the issues addressed by the project as well as complementarity with other Union activities;
3. Quality (2): originality of the action; accuracy and coherence of the proposed methodology for implementing the action; organisation of work, the allocation of resources; consistency and feasibility of the planning for the implementation of the action as well as appropriateness of the envisaged activities;
4. Value for money (2).

Each application will be scored on a 10 points scale for each criterion. The individual scores for each criterion will be multiplied by the applicable weight factor and added. The minimum score for each criterion shall at least be 50% of the theoretical maximum score. The minimum score for the overall score shall be 60% of the theoretical maximum score. An application that does not obtain these minimum scores will be discarded. The applications with an aggregated score equal or higher than 60% of the maximum score will be ranked on the basis of their score and will be recommended for a grant, subject to the availability of sufficient financial resources.

The table below gives an overview of the average[footnoteRef:30] minimum score applications must obtain. [30:  		  The aggregated scores of the evaluators divided by the number of evaluators.] 


	Award criteria
	Points
	Weight
	Threshold (minimum score)
	Maximum score

	Added value
	1-10
	4
	20
	40

	Conformity
	1-10
	2
	10
	20

	Quality
	1-10
	2
	10
	20

	Value for Money
	1-10
	2
	10
	20

	AND:

	Aggregated minimum score needed for all criteria: 60


[bookmark: _Toc484788383]7.6      Criteria for co-financing grants up to 90% of the eligible costs
The Hercule III Regulation provides for the possibility to increase the maximum co-financing rate of grants from 80% to a maximum of 90% in exceptional and duly justified cases[footnoteRef:31]. According to the Financing Decision 2017[footnoteRef:32], the criteria that will be used for the "Law Training and Studies" sector refer to actions undertaken by scientific organisations that are specifically created for the promotion of studies in European criminal law and for supporting the creation of networks in this area, and have as an objective the protection of the financial interests of the Union. [31:  	Article 10 (4) of Regulation (EU) No. 250/2014.]  [32:  	C(2017)1120 final of 22 February 2017, section 6.2.4.] 


Please note that the Commission does not have an obligation to award a 90% grant, even if the applicant complies with all the criteria mentioned above.

[bookmark: _Toc388430603][bookmark: _Toc388431008][bookmark: _Toc388620822][bookmark: _Toc388862583][bookmark: _Toc388867218][bookmark: _Toc388867353][bookmark: _Toc388869050][bookmark: _Toc423015997][bookmark: _Toc423016116][bookmark: _Toc446498629][bookmark: _Toc481491548][bookmark: _Toc484788384]8.	Submission of an application

The application has to be submitted by making use of the Participant Portal[footnoteRef:33] developed by the Commission for the submission of applications[footnoteRef:34]. The "Hercule-III" section of the Participant Portal contains all relevant documents, such as the application form and the budget form as well as the facilities to upload any relevant document.  [33:  	https://digit-efp-ppe.cc.cec.eu.int/acc/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/herc/index.html  ]  [34:  	See: http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html and:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/herc/index.html ] 

[bookmark: _Toc388431009][bookmark: _Toc388620823][bookmark: _Toc388862584][bookmark: _Toc388867219][bookmark: _Toc388867354][bookmark: _Toc388869051][bookmark: _Toc423015998][bookmark: _Toc423016117][bookmark: _Toc446498630][bookmark: _Toc481491549][bookmark: _Toc484788385]8.1 	Content 
The application shall be made by filling in Part A of the application form on the Participant Portal. In addition, the applicant shall fill in Part B of the application form[footnoteRef:35] and shall upload the following documents: [35:  	Part B of the application form can be downloaded from the Participant Portal. ] 


· A scanned copy of Part B of the application form, giving full details of:
· Description and justification of the action;
· Timetable for the action;
· Budget estimates, to be filled in the template spreadsheet file[footnoteRef:36], with a detailed breakdown of forecasted expenditure and income. The expenditure forecasts shall be justified on the basis of direct quotes from suppliers or copies taken from suppliers' (internet) catalogues. [36:  	The template is given in a spreadsheet file that can be downloaded from the Participant Portal.] 

[bookmark: _Toc388431010][bookmark: _Toc388620824][bookmark: _Toc388862585][bookmark: _Toc388867220][bookmark: _Toc388867355][bookmark: _Toc388869052][bookmark: _Toc423015999][bookmark: _Toc423016118][bookmark: _Toc446498631][bookmark: _Toc481491550][bookmark: _Toc484788386]8.2	Language
The application may be submitted in one of the official languages of the European Union. If an application is submitted in a language other than English, German or French, a summary in English, French or German must be added.
[bookmark: _Toc388431011][bookmark: _Toc388620825][bookmark: _Toc388862586][bookmark: _Toc388867221][bookmark: _Toc388867356][bookmark: _Toc388869053][bookmark: _Toc423016000][bookmark: _Toc423016119][bookmark: _Toc446498632][bookmark: _Toc481491551][bookmark: _Toc484788387]8.3	Deadline for the submission of applications

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF THE APPLICATION UNDER THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS LAW TRAINING AND STUDIES IS:
WEDNESDAY, 9 August 2017

Once submitted, the Participant Portal will generate a receipt notification for the application, containing a reference number that shall be used in all correspondence with the Commission. The applicant is strongly recommended to submit its application a few days before the expiration of the deadline to avoid any last-minute bottlenecks. 

Any other means of submission, such as delivery by hand to the premises of the European Anti-Fraud Office in Brussels, will not be accepted.

[bookmark: _Toc388430602][bookmark: _Toc388431004][bookmark: _Toc388620818][bookmark: _Toc388862579][bookmark: _Toc388867214][bookmark: _Toc388867349][bookmark: _Toc388869046][bookmark: _Toc423016002][bookmark: _Toc423016121][bookmark: _Toc446498635][bookmark: _Toc481491552][bookmark: _Toc484788388]9.	Notification, Implementation and Payment	
[bookmark: _Toc388867215][bookmark: _Toc388867350][bookmark: _Toc388869047][bookmark: _Toc423016003][bookmark: _Toc423016122][bookmark: _Toc446498636][bookmark: _Toc481491553][bookmark: _Toc484788389][bookmark: _Toc388619377]9.1	Notification
Applicants will be notified within a period of 6 months after the deadline mentioned under point 8.3 of the outcome of the evaluation procedure. If questions arise as result of the examination of the eligibility, exclusion and/or selection criteria, the Commission will contact the person indicated in the application form. The applicant is therefore strongly recommended to notify the Commission of any changes in the name(s) of the contact person(s). 

If the Commission decides to award a grant to an application, the Commission will notify the applicant and will ask for a confirmation of its interest, to be given via the Participant Portal, within 5 working days[footnoteRef:37]. Upon receipt of this confirmation, a grant agreement will be prepared and signed, first by the beneficiary and then by the Commission. The grant agreement only enters into force once the Commission has signed and applicants shall take account of this in the planning of the action as financial commitments made for the implementation of the action before the entry into force, or after the closing date of the grant agreement, are not eligible for funding.  [37:  	If the applicant does not confirm its interest within 5 working days, the Commission will assume that the applicant is no longer interested in receiving a grant.] 


If an application was not successful, the applicant will receive information on the score it obtained for each criterion, its ranking as well as a short qualitative description of the justifications given by the Evaluation Committee for its score.

The examination of the applications will take place in and August-October 2017. This period may be extended if the Commission receives an unexpected high number of applications. In that case, the Commission will inform all applicants of the revised timetable for the evaluation of the applications.
[bookmark: _Toc388431006][bookmark: _Toc388620820][bookmark: _Toc388862581][bookmark: _Toc388867216][bookmark: _Toc388867351][bookmark: _Toc388869048][bookmark: _Toc423016004][bookmark: _Toc423016123][bookmark: _Toc446498637][bookmark: _Toc481491554][bookmark: _Toc484788390]9.2	Implementation
The beneficiaries undertake to carry out the action as it was presented in the application. The duration of the grant agreement shall not be longer than 12 months for a conference and 18 months for a comparative law study (from the signature of the grant agreement by both parties). No modification to the action is permitted without the prior written approval of the Commission.
The grant agreement must be signed by both parties before the beneficiary can make any financial commitments in order to implement the action.
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An amount equivalent to 50% of the grant will be paid within 30 days of the date when the Commission signs the agreement. The balance will be paid within 60 days following receipt and approval of the final technical report and the final financial report. All reports have to be drafted on the basis of the templates provided. 
If the eligible, incurred costs are lower than indicated in the grant agreement, the Commission will adjust the amount of the final payment accordingly by applying the co-financing rate indicated in the grant agreement. If this leads to an amount lower than the first payment of 50%, the Commission will issue a recovery order in respect of that part of the budget that is paid out but has not been used or evidenced. If the incurred costs are higher than indicated in the grant agreement, the excess will automatically be borne by the grant beneficiary and the co-financing rate will be reduced accordingly. The amount of the grant will never be increased if the incurred costs are higher than indicated in the grant agreement. 
The grant may not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit for the beneficiary. Where a profit is made, the Commission shall be entitled to recover the percentage of the profit corresponding to the Union contribution to the eligible costs actually incurred by the beneficiary to carry out the action[footnoteRef:38].	 [38:  	Article 125 FR.] 

Within the framework of this agreement, the authorised representative of the applicant organisation must undertake to provide proof of the proper use of the grant and to allow the Commission to verify the use of the grant during the validity of the contract as well as for a period of five years from the date of payment of the balance. This may lead, where appropriate, to recovery decisions by the Commission[footnoteRef:39]. [39:   	The Court of Auditors shall have the same rights as OLAF, notably right of access to sites and premises         where the action is carried out and to all the information, including information in electronic format, needed in order to conduct checks and audits.] 
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[bookmark: _Toc484788393]10.1     Publicity by the European Commission
All grants awarded in the course of a financial year shall be published in the Financial Transparency System (FTS[footnoteRef:40]) of the European Commission no later than the 30 June of the year following the financial year in which the grants were awarded[footnoteRef:41]. The Commission shall on an on-going basis disseminate, including on relevant websites, the results of the activities supported under the Programme to increase transparency on the use of the funds[footnoteRef:42].  [40:   	http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/beneficiaries_en.htm,
    	and: http://ec.europa.eu/budget/fts/index_en.htm.]  [41:  	Art. 128(3) FR, 191(1) RAP.]  [42:   	Article 13(1) of Regulation (EU) No. 250/2014.] 


The European Commission will publish the following information:
•	name of the beneficiary;
•	address of the beneficiary when the latter is a legal person;
•	subject of the grant;
•	amount awarded.
Upon a reasoned and duly substantiated request by the beneficiary, the publication shall be waived if such disclosure risks threatening the rights and freedoms of individuals concerned as protected by the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union or harm the commercial interests of the beneficiaries. The publication may also be waived if the disclosure of this information endangers operations or investigations undertaken by the beneficiary of the grant.
[bookmark: _Toc484788394]10.2      Publicity by the beneficiary of a grant
Under the terms of the publication and communication strategy, beneficiaries must:
· Create a link from the beneficiary's website (or dedicated website) to the Hercule III Programme website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/anti-fraud/policy/hercule_en 
· Insert the Commission/OLAF logo on all materials produced in relation to the action
· Mention the support from the Hercule III Programme:
· In every publication (on the title page) or similar material (e.g. booklets, newsletters, leaflets) whether these are produced in hard copy or published electronically;
· In electronic information (e.g. websites, audio-visual material, videos, software);
· At information events (conferences, seminars), as follows:
"This (event, publication, conference, training session etc.) is supported by the European Union Programme Hercule III (2014-2020). This programme is implemented by the European Commission and it was established to promote activities in the field of the protection of the financial interests of the European Union. (for more information see http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/about-us/funding/index_en.htm)"
Any notice or publication by the beneficiary must specify, in whatever form and on/by whatever medium, including the internet, "that it reflects the author's view and that the European Commission is not responsible for the views displayed in the publications and/or in conjunction with the activities for which the grant is used".

For publications, the following reference must also be included: "The information contained in this publication does not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission".

In the case of studies and other types of publications, the beneficiaries may be requested to provide the Commission with sufficient paper copies (if published on paper) and with an electronic version that the Commission may publish, under the conditions to be laid down in the grant agreement.
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Questions and/or requests for additional information in relation to the submission of an application; the eligibility of an organisation; the planning of an action or the type of actions that are eligible for funding have to be transmitted by e-mail to the Participant Portal until Wednesday, 2 August 2017. The questions and answers may be anonymously published in the "Guidelines for filling in the Application" in the Participant Portal if they are relevant to other applicants. The Commission cannot guarantee that questions asked after Wednesday, 2 August 2017 will be answered before the deadline of Wednesday, 9 August 2017[footnoteRef:43].  [43:  		The Commission will reply according to the Code of good administrative behaviour within 15
days from receipt of the question. ] 


Any requests for additional information must be made in writing only to the e-mail address mentioned above (in view of the large number of enquiries, please do not telephone). 

In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the European Commission cannot issue a prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, an action or specific activities.
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The follow-up of responses to the call for proposals will require the recording and further processing of personal data (e.g. name, address). All personal data (names, addresses, CVs, etc.) will be processed in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the protection of individuals with regard to processing of personal data by the  institutions and bodies of the EU and on the free movement of such data[footnoteRef:44].  [44:  	European Union Official Journal L 8, 12.1.2001.] 


Details concerning the processing of personal data are available on the privacy statement at:
http://ec.europa.eu/dataprotectionofficer/privacystatement_publicprocurement_en.pdf 
http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/about-us/data-protection/processing-operations/not_subject_en.htm

Our replies to the questions in this form are necessary in order for your grant application to be assessed, and they will be processed solely for that purpose by the department responsible for the European Union grant Programme concerned. 

On request, you may be sent personal data to correct or complete. If you have any questions relating to these data, please contact OLAF's data protection officer (DPO)[footnoteRef:45]. Beneficiaries may lodge a complaint against the processing of their personal data with the European Data Protection Supervisor[footnoteRef:46] at any time.  [45:  	OLAF-FMB-DPO@ec.europa.eu  ]  [46:  	http://www.edps.europa.eu.] 


Personal data may be registered in the Early Detection and Exclusion System (EDES). The EDES is the new system established by the Commission to reinforce the protection of the Union's financial interests and to ensure sound financial management. It replaces the Early Warning System and the Central Exclusion Database as of 1 January 2016. The EDES rules are found in the revised Financial Regulation[footnoteRef:47] and are applicable since 1 January 2016 to all contracts, grant agreements, prizes, financial instruments and remunerated experts. [47:  	Article 108 FR and Article 143 RAP.] 


The information on early detection/exclusion/financial penalty may stem from: 

· final judgment or final administrative decisions; 
· facts and findings from the Anti-fraud office of the Commission (OLAF), Court of Auditors, audits or any other check, audit or control performed under the responsibility of the competent authorising officer;
· non-final judgments or administrative decisions;
· decisions of the European Central Bank (ECB), the European Investment Bank (EIB), the European Investment Fund or international organisations; 
· cases of fraud and/or irregularity by national managing authorities under shared management;
· cases of fraud and/or irregularity by delegated entities under indirect management.
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At all stages of the administrative handling of the application, whenever persons or bodies involved consider that they are the victim of maladministration, they may, independently of any other avenue of appeal, submit a complaint to the European Ombudsman (http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu) in accordance with Article 228(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and as provided by the Parliament Decision of 9 March 1994 on the regulations and general conditions governing the performance of the Ombudsman's duties published in the Official Journal L 113 of 4 May 1994. 
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The following links containing useful information are available from the Commission's (OLAF) website[footnoteRef:48] and the Participant Portal[footnoteRef:49]: [48:  	https://ec.europa.eu/anti-fraud/policy/hercule_en ]  [49:  	https://digit-efp-ppe.cc.cec.eu.int/acc/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/herc/index.html ] 


a. the Financial Regulation 966/2012 (FR) as amended by Regulation 2015/1929 of 28 October 2015 and the Rules of Application, Commission Delegated Regulation 1268/2012 (RAP), as amended by Commission Delegated Regulation 2015/2462 of 30 October 2015; 
b. the beneficiaries of EU funding (Financial Transparency Scheme – FTS);
c. EU funding (grants);
d. the Hercule Programmes: Financing Decisions, Annual Work Programmes, Evaluation Report and other relevant documents;
e. Ceilings for the reimbursement of incurred travel and subsistence costs, applicable to EU staff carrying out missions. 

Applicants are advised to consult the Participant Portal in the period leading up to the submission deadline, in case announcements, updates or answers to questions (FAQs) are published.
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